20 - King James and His Bible

“The student of the Reformation is always impressed with the way in which
the fortunes of the Reformation were so closely identified with the
translation of the Bible into the common tongue of the people.”
~ Earl Cairns, Christianity through the Centuries, 328 ~
I. The History of the King James Bible
A. Two Forerunners
1. John Wycliffe (c. 1328-1384)
2. William Tyndale (c. 1494-1536)

B. Reformation
1. Persecution

2. Presbyterianism
3. Puritanism

C. Royal Transition
1. The Death of Elizabeth I

2. King James and His Ascent to the Throne
a. The Man

b. The Monarch

3. The Millenary Petition
a. Its Presentation

b. The Result

II. The Making of the King James Bible
A. The Hampton Court Conference - January 1604

B. The One Concession
1. Why Did James Agree?

2. What Was the Result?

C. The Work Itself
1. The Structure of the Work

2. The Unity of the Work
3. The Men Who did the Work
4. The Style of the Work

III. The Legacy of the King James Bible
A. The Unifying Effect of the “Language of Canaan”

B. The Elevating Effect of the Language of Heaven
C. The Permeating Effect on the Language of English

Discussion Question: Consider the merits, would it be advantageous to return to the KJV?
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